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MR. CLAY.
(The idea of confining (he Presidential service

of an indnidual to a single term of four years
was early adopted by General Harrison and some

of liis friends, and formed a prominent and

popular topic during ihe last election.
Whether such a practical innovation upon

the actual working of the Constitution would be

wise ; whether u would not be likely to create

more evils than it would cure; whether it would
not dangerously enfeeble the Executive for the

time being; whether it would not multiply candidatesfor the Presidency, geometrically, as

chances should be increased, arithmetically ;

whether, in short, the success of such an opinion
would not ttnd to keep the country always unsettledand uncertain, in its administration of

affairs, are questions too great and important to

be now discussed. Mr. Clay did not enter,

early, into this notion. Pie did come into it,
however, and made it a part of his Whig platform,at the Hanover dinner. Mr. Clay, by the

way, is always laving down platforms; and in

_
'41 and '42 his political carpentry seemed to

ir 1* fVw rrrw- wiiKnuf tint/ at-
(content nst-u «uu piauuiun, .7

tempt to raise a superstructure. He seemed to

think that a good plan, a large and comprehensivetheory, was not only something, but every

linng. What measure did he attempt to accomplish,by his majority in the last Congress,
lor the relief of the country ? not one, not oneHekept himself within generalities, | lausibiiilies,

small economies, and other popular topics
of practical discussion and declamation. As to

measures, lie essayed nothing. As to acts, Jie
did nothing. Such tilings were not within the

scope of his policy ; which policy was, clearly
and evidently, that the country was not to be

relieved for three years afterwards. But, returningto the subject of the " one term princi
pie".;t is certainly true, that although not its

early advocate, Mr. Clay did become greatly attachedto it, after the result of the Hairisburg
Convention. He theu became satisfied, from

his long experience, that the one term principle
was essential to the salvation of the Republic.
He wondered how such an auspicious change in

the practice of the Govornm nt had not struck
Jus clear and comprehensive mind in the times
of Mr. Adams. He could not account for the

obscuration of his sagacity, at that day. It is

true, that he is older now tban in the days of Mr.

Adams. It is true, he may not feel that he has

strength enough remaining to gratify his patriotismby laboring for his country for more than

four years, begining at the point, which even

now. looms amidst the mists of future time, till
iit seems already 10 be just at hand, the first of

March, 1845. It is true, that when that glorious
day shall arrive he will be somewhat advanced
in life, and none the younger for that curious

yuasi sia ement of his own age, which he put
lorih in his last speech in the Senate. He went

to Kentucky forty seven year3 ago, it seems,

not exactly "an orphan not come to his majority,"but " as an orphan not come to his majoiity."lleally, Mr. Clay's years have been so fortunateand happy, that it would appear no more

than common gratitude to Providence to acknowledgethe whole of them.

Hut we stray fiom our intended path. Gen.
Harri ou's death raised a new question, under
the one term principle. He died one month
after his inauguration, and was succeeded
bv Mr. Tyler. Now arose the inquiry, "Did
Mr. Tyler come within the one term principle?"He had almost one whole term to serve,

but not quite. If General Harrison had lived

three years, or two years, or even one year, the

matter might have be> n clear. The remainder,
in that case, could hardly he regarded as a term.

But, as if the fates de-ign»d to perpltx Mr.

Clay, and keep him on the torture of uncertainty
and suspense, General Harrison's tarly diatli
left Mr. Tyler three years and eleven months.
three whole years and eleven whole months'Why,in all conscience, should not thai go for a

term? It lacks but a month. Mr. Clay, who
is fond of compromises, would gladly compromisefor three years arid eleven months. But
th"n, again, do' s not ihc one term principle requirethe honor of a popular election to the

Presidency ? Is it sati-fied, by a mere successionfrom the Vice Presidency, whether for a
1 " T1

snorter or a longer nm-- i i uric «ik miun;

points ; and surtly the meditations of Ashland
were never more perplexed than with the unceitainlieswhich liung about the-e "three years
and eleven months!" thia is what we call, a'

our chancery court-, by pot.but is it one term?

In this state of things Mr. Clay carne to

Washington, in May of 1841 ; and he had not

been here ten day«, before sieds were sown, the
bitter fruits of which the country has since

ta-ted. Mr. Clay could pel no satisfaction
upon the subject of the one term principle.si ill
less cou (I he see any certainty that litis Adini
nistration would be conducted villi a leading
view to his future elevation. 'J'l.is is the true

solution of the conduct adopted by him at the

extra session, and steadily pursur d to the presentmoment. He would not have quarrelled
with the President about a Bank, if all had been
well in repaid to the prospects of the succes-ion.

No, not for an instant. If he had been assured
that the present incumbi nt would not have been
in his way in 1844, and thai, in the mean time,
the path would b come smoothed for his ascent

to the Presidency, is there any man who supposeshe would have made it a yreat point of
difference with the President, that m the planol
a Bai k the Stat«s should have a voice about
branches ? No man can believe any such tl.11155.
Mr. Clay, in such a juncture, would have had
immediate recourse to his sovereign remedy of
compromise ; he would have enlurgi d on the re

spect due to constitutional scruples ; would have
said thai he had once entertained ,-uch scruples
himself, which made him more charitable and

1 ndulgent to o hi rs who still entertained them;
would have preached eoncilntion and drpretit«J disunion j would hove wept (for he can

vvt rut .1 .1 ru!.«- I.ci w« < ii

li< Pits, J. II ..mill. U'i.u- I ( '> I! J - for

an\ such c iuse as that an J by a v ig«.iuus leu I.

and those efforts at tallying, oi' which lie is-oca

jiahle, would have earned a constitutional hill

triumphantly through botli houses of Coiigi
\\ s .«.e tills as our eh a. opinion, <ur most in

cere belief, aod we put u to the conscience of
every candid man, if it be not his convieliou
'aho? '

Is there a man, who w as in either House ol

Congress, who doubts dial Mr. Clay would have

supported some constitutional currency bill,,
carried it through, and thus given the Adminis
(ration grounds to hope for success, if he had

regarded Ihe success of (his Administration
law Java) able to his own personal objects /

No, not one. No man doubts it; and Mr. Clay
himself doubts it least of all. Mr. Clay's con

duct, then, from die very lir»t, had its policy,
its hopes, and objects, all centered in opposition
to Mr. T\ ler's Administration, and in the chance
of defeating its success. It is incredible, to what
excess expec'a'ions were carried, in respect to

this. It is a truilr, that toward the end of the
extra session, Mr. Clay and his friends txpccted
nothing less than to drive Mr. Tyler loan iut
uudiate resignation, anTl that there would be,
forthwith, a new election of President. All
this was to have been brought about by the
resignation of the Cabinet, and by the Manifesto
ot the Capitol Square, and oilier places, by
which it was thought the People could be made
as much exa-perated as certain of the members
of Congress had become. How foolish, how

insane*, were such ideas. Who can lookback
upon September IS J1, withi ut thinking that
some spell, some unaccountable delusion, some

contagious infatuation, had seized upon minds-
u.-ually sane, sensible, and patriotic.
Some time since we published a letter w rittenby General Jackson, which pointedly rehulrcdihp ("Jlnhe fur assailinrr President Tvler

We are entirely ignorant of any transaction
in which the v"family of the President" tva?

concerned, the disclosure of which by the edi-
tor of the Gi./ette we should deprecate. If the
Gazette includes u* in the threat, he may sjxuk ^
out just as soon as lie pleases.
The Gaz- tie says we in effect repeated the

^charge made by the letter-writers. We did no
such thing. We alluded to it, (in reply to his
allusion to i',) and said we had never taken
the pains to ascertain it3 correctness. Neither
have we yet.and will not, unless it Incomes necessary.

OilEGON TERRITORY.
By the following extract from the Edinburgh

Review, the most influential of the British pe
nodical*, it will be seen the importance of the
Oregon question is awakening the minds of the
English People. The Reviewer sp nks of Englishpretensions and English views, in the tone
of arrogance so natural to the country.
Our own c juntry, we are happy to see, is

likewie aroused to a consideration of the subject.andere long, we feel corifi lent, some decisivesteps will be taken to assirt our rights to
our own soil.
The histo ical memoir of Mr. Greenhow, the

Librarian of the Stale Department, is mentionedin the Review wit 1 praise for its merits.
It is an able production, and its author deserve*
well of his country. We are happy to hear he
int< tuls preparing a still more elaborate historv
of the Oregon Territory.

" The land which is to command the North Pacific,and give the law to it* myriad island*, cannot
long remain unoccupied. It call* loudly on those,
who have foresight.on those who can estimate the.
promise of the future.to forecast in destiny. The
Americans never show tl emselvcs deficient in this
branch of political wisdom. They arc familiar with
what we can scarcely realize.the rapid march of
time in the western world.

| " Surely it well behooves us who have an interest
in every new coiner of the earth, to note the signsof tltesc changes, and turn them to our profit when
wc may. Ami one thing strikes us forcibly. Howeverthe political question between England and
America, as to the ownership of Oregon, may he deeded,Oregon will never be colonized overland fromthe K stern States. It is with a view of pointingout the entire distinctness of the two regions that
we have gone, perhaps at tedious length, into a tics-
enption of the geographical pcculuirilicn of ilia vn-t
space which separates them.

"It iv six or «even hundred milcy from the westernI

because he signed ihe repeal ol ihe Sub-Treasury.General Jackson said emphatically that
he ought not to be censured by Democrats lor

carrying out, as he believed he was doing, the
will of the majority.
Since we published that letter, the Missouri

Standard, Mr. Benton's peculiar organ, con-

tained the following manifesto: '

" The greatest error committed by the administrationof General Jackson, was the choosing of the
State Banks as receptacles for the public treasure.
Had he, instead of selecting deposite banks, present-
ed the Independent Treasury plan, for keeping the
public moneys, and used his influence to procure its
adoption, we believe it would have been vastly better
for the couujry, and the Democratic party would not
have lost the important battle of lbdb- There would,
no doubt, have been much opposition to the measure

by those members of Congress who were interested
in the State Banks, hut still, in all probability, it
would have been carried, and the country saved from
the evil effects of the State Bank system. However,
there is no use lamenting over that misstep of Jackson'sadministration.he and his advisers no doubt
believed they were acting for the best; they had to
proceed, too, without the sure light of experience
which the Democratic parly now possess, and which
will guide them in their endeavors to atone for the
mistake they made in adopting the State Bank system."
The Lniied States Gazette seems to admit

that there was an application made to appoint
a " near relative" of his to a post in the Atmy
or Navy. Well, was the application illegal ?
Had not his friends a right to apply 7 We can-

not see any thing wrong in it. Bui while such
an application is pending, we think it indelicate
for those who recommend the applicant, to indulgein harsh abuse of others who seek similarposts under the Government.administered
by President T\ler. But all this only in ikes
the editor of the Gazette the more convulsive.
We know not what lie means by the following:
But the family of the President has thought to strike

home to the writer of this, by the former letters; and
the Madisonian thinks to follow up the *mall assault.
Let them take the consequence.they have provoked
it, and we shall, before they get through with it, let
them feel that, low as they are in public esteem,
there is a lower deep into which they may be
plunged.
We shall, at a moment of greater lei'ure, touch

delicately, but certainly, upon certain matters w hich
will show how-executive patronage has gone, and xchy
it is necessary to include the army and navy in the
list of Presidential favoritism. If the Madisonian
and its delicate adviser are w ise, they will take the
hint; if they wish any thing more said, they will onlygive us the hint, and we will show up favors arid
favorites.
The unmeaning (though c rt .inly unh coining)ipi h ts, we care nothing about. As for

he " hint," we care nothing for that either..

most limit of the fertile part of the Piairies, to the |
cultivable region ol the (oluinbia. Six Months ol
the )t ar, tlic w bole ol' this space is a howling w ildei
ue.-s ot ,-now a lid tempest-,. During the other six, it
exhibits every variety ol hope let.-, steiility plains ol
arid sand, deillis oi volcanic rock, bills covered with
bitter shrubs, and snowy mountain* of many day s

journey ; mid its level part is traversed by the formidablepredatory cavalry we have described.anon,
my ol more than Scythian savageue** und eudurutice,
who cannot be trucked, overtaken, or conciliated
We know and adiuire the extraordinary energy w hich
accompanies the rambling habiu of the citiitus ol
llic slate* we know the leveristi, irresistible tendencyto press onw ard, w hich induces the settler* to push
to the uttermost limit* ol practical euUu pi ise, reguidle?*ol the teeming and invitii g regions he may leave
hehind. Still withthese natural obstacles hetwi en, we
cannot hot imagine thai the wot Id must assume a new

lace before the American wagon* make plain the road
to Columbia, as they have done to the Ohio.
In the mean tune the long lines of coasts invites
emigi '.lion front the over-peopled shores of the old]
world When once the isthmus ol Daiien is renderediversable, the voyage will be easier and
shortei iaii that to Australia ; which thirty thousand
of our countrymen have made n a single year. VN hoever,therefore, are to lie the future owners of Oio-1
gon, it* jicople w ill come from Europe.
"The Americans have taken up the question in earnest; their press teems with writings on the subject;'

we mud only mention the able Memoir of Mr.
(Jreenhow, 'I rauslalor of the Department of Slate,
in which their claim is historically deduced with
much ingenuity. French writers, as may he sup
posed, are already advocating the American view.
Let us abandon ouis, from motives of justice, if the
right be proved against us; from motives of policy,
if if be proved not worth contesting.but not i"

mere indolence. Let us not fold our hands under the
idle persuasion that we have colonics enough that it
is mere labor in vain to scatter the seed of future nationsover the earth ; that it is but trouble and expenseto govern them. If there is any one thing on
w inch the maintenance of that perilous greatness to
which we have ascended depends, mure than all the
rest, it is Colonization; the opening of new markets,!
the creation of new customers. It is quite true
that the great held of emigration in Canada and
Australia promise room enough for more than!
we can send. But the worst and commonest error

respecting Colonization is to regard it merely as that
which it can never be.a mode of checking the in-j
crease of our people. What wc want i-, not to draw
oil' dribblets from our teeming multitudes, but to
found new nations of commercial allies

The Globe denounced the Compromise act
at its passage.declared that Clay and Calhuuu
had formed a corrupt coalition on that measure

.and now it denounces the President (and
falsely) for assisting to repeal it, when the Tariffact, which superseded it, was passed hv the
casting vote of Mr. Wright, in the Senate, and
the vutes of 20 or 30 Democrats in the House.

Correspondence of the Madisouiaiu

Charleston, S. C., Sept. 4, 1843.
Dear Sir: You will have noticed the com

mencement of a series ol able articles in vindicationol the President, in the Courier of this
city, which 1 beg you to copy. [We had laid
them a-lde for that purpo-e, before the letter of
our correspondent reached us..Ed. Mad.]
The Mercury, to-day, contains extracts from

Northern papers, and a letter from New York,
which, it seems to me, indicate a spirit ol' Pit-
tor hostility to the fiiends of Mr. Tyler. This,
I fancy, will put an end to the Globe's attempts,
by insinuation, to create the impression that
Mr. Tyler is disposid to form a eoahtiou with
Mr. Calhoun. 1 do not believe that Mr. T yler
would consent to form a coalition with any Piesideniialaspirant. \Y hat would lie gain by it ?
He might serve one of the half duzen candidates,and ] erhaps be ihnnked far ii.hut would
he not reap the enmity of all the others ? 1 h lieve,and my information cotnes from good
sources, that, of the Democrats appointed to

office, President Tyler has made an impartial
appoiiionment among the friends of the several
Republican Presidential candidates, and the
anti-Dank Harrison and Tyler nun. This is

right. Still, I am now, as ever, (as you know,)
oppo-ed to making removal- at all, unless it be
for some other cause than a mere difference of
opinion. BumIioso who vilify the Chief Magistrate,(and ih re are some in your city,) should
always lie dismissed without hesitation.and
none hut anti-Rank men appointed.
The Piesidi nt's j)rincij>l-s.his vetoes.are

enough to entitle him to the place of honor in
nil- ivijiuuiicau rauK-. u invse will not insure
his nomination in 1S14, they will in 1848. And
1 am of the impression that removals to oblige
this or that candidate, when they disoblige all
the others, would at this juncture, rather injure
than brighten his prospects either in 1S14 or

1818. lndi ed, 1 have just receivi d a letter from
a relation in Connecticut, which states that a
jet tain office-holder in that State, who i> a Cal-|
lioun man, is doing all in his power against
President Tyler, and is any thing ilse hut
friendly to your paper. [We think we know
who it is very well.. F.n. Mad.] And while
lie is operating in this manner, the friends ol
Mr. Van Buren, Gen. Ca-s, Col. Johnson, and
Puchanan. at aboriot' Mr. '1'ijlri for havinv
ippointed him! So you see how di advau
ageousiy the tiling works. You may hear
rom me again if you venture to print this. [ We
venture..Bo. Map.] V. 13.

J. B. Jo>E9, E«q.
I

From the AfW York Ih raid.
calhoun meeting in thk park

A large concourse of people assembled in the Park
ir«terday afternoon, in arror 'anrc w ith a call for
the friends of Calhoun. Dr. Stephen Hashrouek of
ttie 14th Ward, the active opponent of the recent
School haw, was made chairman, and some dozen
other persons appointed assistant officers. There
w:o very little enthusiasm in the meeting, although a

large prution of the audience, through which we moved,appeared to talk and art as though opposed to
Van B iren. James H Brady, Esq., being railed for,
addressed the meeting in a speech of over half an
hour, in which he avowed his preferences for Mr.
Calhoun as a candidate for the Presidency, anil
dwelt foreibly upon the principles that this statesman
has nailed at his masthead.

Mr. Barber followed, and the meeting adjournedwith great quietude and decorum.
A long address and resolutions, of the usual character.were presented and read, which appeared to be

n declaration of principles of the Calhoun party of
this city.

rr ii k despatches and letters of1 HF.RNANDO CORTES, the Conqueror of
Mexico, addressed to the F.mpcror Charles V., writtenduring the conquest, arid containing a narrative
of its events. Translated from the original Spanishby Ceo. Folsom, I vol. Just published and tins dayreceived foi sale by F. TAYLOR, or (or circulation
among the subscribers to the Waverly CirculatingLibrary. Sept 7..It

s^iiipwrkcks and disasters at ska.) ' being historical narratives, in 1 volume, 4*^7 pages,and 100 i nvravines. In.t 1 £ #.»«,

»cpt 7 " "" F."TAYLOR^
T ONOON Ml sir:.The HtrnoniiL 2 volumes!A J Io111j, London, 1843, a Musical Cabinet of Classicaland Popular Music, for the voire, F'i ino and' 'Oilar, comprising some of 1 lie be«t productions o(all the great ma ters also, English, Scotch and IrishMelodies and National Airs of other countries, duets,glees and overtures, waltxes, rondos, &-C. Ate. in greatvariety, complete in two volumes, very handsomelybound A single copy. jii}t imported hy F. TAYLOR,and this day received. sept 2 \

REVIEW OF HISTORY, dc., A. |t
[CUKt Ll'DKD J t

I'he %' oitii peiiod opens Willi the question of the l

Au. i mil succession, which gave- use lo Uie continen- t

lal war ol i< ID, on the death of the emperor Charles 1

V I., and to the seven years war, in which Frsui-Hick, <

called the gini', acting in flagrant contradiction to

the just and henevoleiil maxims he had so ahly ex- '

I ounded in his .ln i-.)l<uhiiuelt finally succeeded in e

stripping Austria oi'onc of her fairest provinces, and r

advanced Prussia lo the rank of a first rale European 1

power. Among the public, jurists of this period, the *

author enumerates the German philosopher Wolf, 1

"the slumber of whose once celebrated work, in 1
nine ponderous tomes, is probably not now often dis- '

turbed by the sludi.nl of public law, as all that is '

really valuable in its contents has been incorporated 1
into the lighter and more elegant treatise ot \ attui., i1

a dilluse, unscientific and superficial, but clear and
I bt ral w riter, whose work still maintains its place as 1

the most convenient abridgement of a branch of ^

knowledge which calls for the skill ol a new builder." 1

Tins work, whatever may he its defects, must ever 1

be prized, like the treatise of Uecearia on Crimes
and Punishments, us having first thrown a clear and

steady light upon the respective sciences of which ''

they treat. Hut the most accomplished public jurat 1

ol this period, according to Mr. W., was Bynkkh- s

MiutK, whose treatises on the laws of war and on

the rights of ambassadors are, in his opinion, above *

all praise. Holland, which had laid the foundations
... t'of this science under Grotius, who united the characterof lawyer, statesman, and Christian philosopher,is also entitled to the credit of completing the S

structure under the greatest of her civilians, Bynker- b

shock. Our author here resumes his historical deductionof the progress of lire maritime law of na-
1

lions, and gives a full account of the celebrated controversybetween Great Britain and Prussia respectingthe Silesia loan, which gave occasion for the assertionby Frederick II., of those principles of neu-
n

trul navigation and commerce which subsequently *

formed the groundwork of the Armed Neutrality of
the northern powers during the war of the American
Revolution. He then reviews the history of the

a

rights of embassy, going back to the essay of AlberiusGcntilis' de Isgalionibus, and concluding w ith a

minute analysis of Bynkcrsltoek's treatise </e Foro
1

Legatorum. This period is closed by a notice of the
well meant, but visionary project of the Abbe de St.
Pierre, for realizing the philanthropic dream of per-
petual peace, which he, by a sort of pious fraud, attributedto Henry IV. and his minister Sully, the real
object of whose policy was the aggrandizement of
France at the expense of the house of Austria. This
project was afterwards glossed over by the eloquence
of Kousseau, and republished in 1761, under the
modest title of " Extracts from the Project of PerpetualPeace, by the Abbe St. Pierre," but which is
strongly marked with the seal of the original and peculiargenius or the Genevan philosoper.
The third period opens with what the author justly

terms the most flagrant " violation of the principles
of natural justice and of public law which has occurredsince .Europe emerged from barbarism,".the
first partition of Poland in 1772. Not that this transactionwas the earliest example of similar attempts
in the his ory of modern Europe to dismember a great
State, and to divide its different people among the
ncighboringjjowers, without regard to their welfare or
wishes. Charles II. of Spain had seen the dominionsof the Spanish monarchy parcelled out, whilst
tie was yet living, among those who coveted its rich
possessions, and it was resentment, for this audacious
act, which induced him to make a will in favor of the
Duke d'Anjou, leaving the entire inheritance to this
grand son of Louis XIV. A similar attempt was
made after the death of Charles VI., Emperor of
Germany, the last male descendant of the house of
HaOHhtirir. whniw nro rrmot irv uorvAfl/xn
_r._-0, - " « "«»

I of his daughter, Maria Theresa, had been guaranteed
by nearly all the powers of Europe. But these great
political crimes were never consummated. The AusItrian and Spanish monarchies survived these attempts
on their integrity. Circumstances connected with
the antecedent history of Poland, the peculiar characterof its people, and the geographical position of
that country with relation to the three great military

J monarchies, by which it was surrounded, favored
|their designs against its independence. " The perpeItration of this great political crime was facilitated,"
says Mr. W., "by the obstinate adherence of the
Poles to the radical defects of their national constitution,by their blind intolerance hi religious matters
and factious distentions hi political concei s." The
absurd and barbarous institution of the libtrum rcto,
which legalized anarchy, could only be cl ecked by
exercising tbe right of confederation, which legalizedrebellion. These faults rendered them an easy
prey to the powerful military monarchies by which
they were surrounded, but are far from excusing this
original art of violence, which has been consummatedin our own times by tbe total extinction of Polish
independence. John Casimir, the last King of Polandof the house of Wasa, predicted the consequencesof the internal dissensions by which the nation
was distracted in his lime. In a speech addressed to
the .National Diet, iri J6til, he said : " in the midst of
our internal dissensions we have to fear the invasion
and di-tne mbermcnt of tl c republic. The Mu«covites,(Clod grant that I ma) prove. a false prophet!)
will subdue the peop'e who apeak their language ;the
Cirand Duchy of Luthuania, Great Poland, and Prussia,will fall into the hands of the house of Brandrnburgand Austria will not forget herself in the generaldevastation : her share w ill be Cracow and the
surrounding territory "

" The time was come," continues Mr W ,
" when

iliese prophetic words were to be fulfilled. Ktanisilaus Poiuatow-k) bad been raised to the throne o(
Poland, in 17CiI, by the influence of Catharine II. of
Russia The non-Catholic subjects of the Itpublic.
both Greeks and Protestants.claimed her powerful
protection against the oppression of the dominant
church. Frederick II. of Pru'sia, who was then left
without a single ally against his inveterate enemy,
the house of Austria, formed a >ecn t convention
with the Fmprcss of Russia, by which lie engaged to
sustain her measures in favor of the Confederation
which the dissidents had formed against the NationalDiet. A Prussian army occupied Poland, and a

treaty of alliance was concluded in 176H, between
the Fmprets and the Republic, by w hich the anarchicalconstitution of the libtrum rdn was guaranteed,
and the toleration of the dissidents secured. The
anarchy of Poland was thus perpetuated under Russianproter turn, seconded by the selfish and shortsightedpolicy of Prussia. The discontented party
formed the Confederation of Bar under the patronage
o( France, and took up arms to expel the foreign in
truders.

" In this state of thing- the Austrian troops crossed
the southern border of Poland, in 1770, under piet xt
of setting up monuments to mark the I- njndaries of
Hungary. They occupied the rich --i11 mines of
Itochnia and VVieliczka, the. pr incipal sources of the
revenues of the Polish King-. Frederick II. availed

Hi* nr. I.vl r.f a <...... ... | «« MH-O^iuui unru^r, WIIM |
desolated the country, to enter (.rent Poland with a (

sanatory cordon. Stanislaus Ponialowslty appealed, <

in 1771, to his protector, Catharine II., against these t
agressions. The Impress was then engaged in war 1
with the Turks, which, though successful, exhausted j
her resources, and w hich she was desirous of speedi- 1
ly terminating on advantageous terms. Prince Kau- v

nitz, the Austrian Minister, had aiready made a t
secret convent on with the Porte, hy which Ant- o
tri-i stipulated to compel Russia to make peace s
on th« h;,«ls of the stn/u qwo. Austria sought v

o engage Frederick II. to remain neutral in

use war between the lv*o empires should ',c
be consequence of tlie Empress persisting in her
le»igus u|K)» Turkey. Frederick declared iu favor
if Kusau, but sent Ins brother, I'rince Henry, to the
'ourt of Catharine, in older to endeavor to persuade
icr to consent to moderate the conditions of peace
he required from the Porte. Catharine comniuni-
JtI'll to f'rince llcnry tin- intelligence .she had just
eceived of the Austrian invasion of the Polish fronlei; adding that " Poland seemed to he a country
vhere it was only necessary to stoop in order to pick
i|> what one would. If Austria chose to take a

liece of that country, the other neighboring Htates
iad as good a right to do the sauie." Upon this hint
'rince Henry spake, und developed a plan for the
lartition of Poland, by which Catharine might ag;randizeher own empire without exciting the jcal

Usyof Austria, which power could not look with
lie same indifference on the dismemberment of Tur
ley; whilst Prussia might receive, in such an arangeinent,a compensation tor tlie sacrifices she had
nude to the Russian alliance.
KruutiiU, who wished to av'oid the odium of heing

ousidcrcd the author of the partition project, and to

uiet the scruples of conscience felt or allected by
he Kinpress Maria Theresa, endeavored to get Rusiato make the first proposition. For this purpose
ie declared toj'rince Gallilzin, the Russian Amhasudorat Vienna, in October, 1771, that the Austrian
/ourt would not consent to mediate for peace beweenRussia and the Porte, upon the terms which
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tipulated at Kainardji, in 1774, unless Russia would
ive the most positive assurances that she had no inuntionto dismember i'uland, either for her own benfitor that of others. " it being, however, well unerstoodthat Austria intended to reclaim thirteen
ownships in the county of Zips, formerly belonging
a Hungary, and mortgaged to the Republic." Krauitzenlarged upon the interminable difficulties to
rhich any attempt at a partition of Poland would
sad, and left Gallitzin firmly convinced that Auariawas impatient to concur in the views of Russia
nd Prussia. The Russian ambassador was accordinglyinstructed to answer that both these powers
tad also claims upon Poland, which might be adjust;din concert with Austria, so as to preserve that
squalily which was necessary to maintain the baanceof power beiween the three monarchies. The
\ustrian minister met this overture by observing
:hat any inequality in the respective shares of the
partitioning powers might be corrected by taking a

portion of territory from another neighbor who had
something to spare. On Gallitzin remarking that
Lhis could be no other than the Turkish empire,
Ivraunitz replied it was that he meant; at the same

time recommending the greatest despatch, secrecy,
and mutual confidence. This, he said, was alone all
necessary in order to prevent the interference of
France and England.

" In trie mean time trie British Cabinet hail procuredand communicated to the Empress Catharine a

copy of the secret convention concluded in July,
1771, between Austria and the Porte, which naturallyhad the ellect of shaking the confidence of the
Russian Court in Kraunitz. The two Cabinets of

Petersburg and Berlin therefore continued to negotiatedirectly between themselves the terms of the

proposed partition. Exoibiiant as were the pretensionsof Russia, she still decidedly opposed the acquisitionof Dantzic and Thorn by Prussia. FrederickII finally desisted from this pre ension, being
doubtless convinced that, once master of the mouths
of the Vistula, he would easily be able to compel
these towns to submit to his dominion. A convention
between the two Courts was consequently concluded
at St. Petersburg on the 17th of February, 1772, in

which it was stipulated that Austria should be invitedto joiu in the proposed partition. That power
accordingly acceded on the 19th of the same month,
but demanded for her share nearly one-third of the
whole territory of Poland. She was ultimately inducedto desist from a part of her pretensions, and a

triple convention wa» signed at St. Peter burg on the
5th of August, 1772, by which all that part of Lithunianorth of the Dwina and east of the Nieper was

secured to Russia ; Gallicia and Lodoiniria to Austria; and Polish Russia, except Danlzic and Thorn,
with Great Poland to the l iver Netze, to Prussia.
"The three partitioning powers immediately took

possession of these territories, and published each a

separate manife-to, setting forth the pretended claims
upon which they professed to justify this act of violence.In the an-wcr to these manifestos, published
by the Polish Government, reference was made to
the long series of treaties by which the integrity of
the territory peaceably possessed by Poland for sev-

eral rentur.es had been solemnly guaranteed by
the very powers who now sought to des-
noil her. The answer also stated that if
the antiquated transactions of those remote
times were to be resorted to, when possessions were

lost and won with so much facility by the sword of
the conqueror, Poland herself mi^ht claim a just title
to vast provinces now held hy the partitioning lowers,the right to w hich was only secured by that sacredand salutary prim iplc of prescription which securedthe law ful p< sessions of every civilized nation.

" The consent of the national diet assembled at
Warsaw in 1773, to the treaties of partition, was extortedhy the presence of foreign force. The nunciosof Podolia and Volhynia protested against all
that might be done in order to sanction them ; but a

joint commission named by the Senate and the equestrianorder finally consented to sign the treaties of
1775, by which the partition was confirmed; the existingvicious constitution of the Republic gi nranteed
by the partitioning powers, so as not to be subject to
alteration without their consent; and a pretext thus
furnished for their perpetual interference in the affairsof Poland.".pp. 201.205.

After brit fly noticing the war of the Bavarian successionin 1778, speedily terminated by the peace of
Teachen, on which occasion Russia, as mediator and
guarantee, first intruded herself into the internal affairsof Germany; the controversy between the EmperorJoseph II arid Holland respecting the free navigationof the Scheldt in 1781 ; and the variousca.es
of intervention hy the triple alliance of Great Britain,Prussia, and Holland, in the affairs of Belgium,
and in the war between Russia and the I'oile, the
author proceeds to examine the various nuestions of

public law which grew out of the war of American
Independence. The right of France to interfere in

this fan i'y quarrel hot wren 'he mother country and
tier colonies was contested and an ahle memoir drawn
up hy the historian Gibbon; w hilst on the, other
hand the Count de Vergenncs maintained her right
to acknowledge and to treat with a government existingdr Jarto, arid capable of maintaining the relation*of war and peace. The maritime war which
nsued between Great Britain, France, Spain, and
Holland, gave, ri-e to the lirsi armed neutrality of tin
lorthern powers in 17r0, by which the n axim of
'rrr */»ips,/rre gootls was asserted by them an forming *

i part ol the public law of Kurope, and was assented
,o by all the belligerent powers exeepl Great Brian).According to Mr. W. this alliance, far from
rriginating in any enlightened and benevolent views
if improvement in the laws of war, was the fortui
ous result of a court intrigue, and of the rivnlship
ictwocn ratlin and rotcmpkiri for the favor of their
mperial mistress Catharine II. "Spain and Iloland,"says lie, " having been drawn into the war

vith Great llntiin the alius ol f anr» the Bri
ish cabinet, alarmed at this formidable confederacy ^f the maritime powers which threatened her naval

upremacy, turned its attention to Russia, as a power jfliosc friendship and awi-lame might h<- secured
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tlie application of suitable means. Sir Jauics Harris i
(afterwards Ixird Malmsbury) was instructed to a
sound lie disposition of the Einpre?» Catharine, and j
for tins purpose addressed himself hotii to l'aniu, t

Clianccllor of tlie Empire, and to rotempkui, liio
reigning favorite of that princess. The former was

unfavorable to tlie views of the British government;
but the latter opened to their ambassador the means

of secret conference with the Empress, who consentedto propose her armed mediation in the war between(ireat Britain on one side, and France, Spain,
and the United States on the oilier, as an equivalent
for Russia being allowed to prosecute her designs
against the Turkish empire. But the inclinations of
llie Empress were resisted by Panin, who endeavored
to convince her tliat the true iuterists of the. ltussian
Slate would not be promoted by such an alliance ;
and an official answer was accordingly returned decliningthe British overtures. Harris was disconcertedby this unexpected result, but received assurancesfront Potcmpkin, in the name of the Kmpress,of unchanged good will, and an expression of
the hope that circumstances would soon enable her
to conform her conduct to her wishes.

" An incident now occurred which seemed to fa- i

vor the designs of the British negotiator. Two ltussianvessels, laden with corn, and bound to the Mediterranean,were seized by Spanish cruizers, upon the
ground that they were intended to supply the fortress
of Gibraltar. The Kntpress instantly demanded satisfactionfrom the Spanish court, and was persuaded
by Pelempkin to order klhe equipment of a fleet at
Constadt, without consulting Panin, which was destinedto co-operate with Great Britain against Spain
and her allies, in case redrcss'should be refused for
the capture of the Russian merchant vessels. '1 lie
titling out of the fleet could not long be concealed from
Panin, nor did he doubt its real destination. But he
determined to carry into effect his own views by ap*
patently forw^^ing those of his rival. Far from appearingto op^ro the designs of the Empress, he declaredthat he himself participated in her just indlgnationat the conductor Spain, and entirely approved
of her determination to require satisfaction for the
injury done to the neutral navigation of her subjects
engaged in a lawfuFcommcrce. He would even go
further; he would exhort his sovereign to seize this
opportunity of solemnly announcing to Europe, that
she would not suffer the wars waged by other powers
to effect injuriously the accustomed trade of Russia.
He,represented that such a course would secure the
friendship and co-operation of all the neutral maritimepowers, and would compel Spain to grant completesatisfaction for the injury she had committed .

The true principles of neutrality sanctioned by the
natural law of nations had been hitherto too little respectedin practice. They had hitherto lacked the
support of a sovereign uniting sufficient power, wisdom,and benevolence to cause them to be respected.
These requisites were now united in Catharine, and
she had an opportunity of acquiring new titles to
fame, of becoming a law-giver to the seas, of icstrainingthe barbarous excesses of maritime warfare,and of affording to the peaceful commerce of
neutrals such a security as it never had possessed.
"The Empress w^ completely carried away by

these representations so flattering to her pride and
ambition. She ordered Panin to prepare a statement H
of the principles he had developed to be conununi- H
cated to the belligerent powers as the rules to be observedfor the security of Russian navigation and
commerce, and to neutral states as the basis of au H
armed league to be formed between tin m for the
protection of neutral mritime rights.
"Such was the origin of the first armed neutrality

of 1780. It sprung from no enlarged and beneficent
views of improvement in the maritime law of nationshitherto sanctioned by general practice It was
the uccidemal result of a mere cour t intrigue, and of
the rivalry between two candidates for the favor of a

dissolute, ambiiious, and vainglorious woman. Calh- .

arinc herself had a very imperfect idea of the immenseimportance of the measure she had adopted,
and ol the cherts it might produce. So ignorant was

she of commerce, that she'llatti red herself with havingat once vindica'ed her own honor, and shown her
strong regard for her ally Great Britain. Panin took
care not to undeceive her, and fearing that his intrigucmight fail, begged that she would not
communicate with any one until the couriers were
st-nl off to the different couits of Kurope with the
declaration which afterwards became the ba-is of
ttie armed neutrality. But she could not refrain
from saving confidentially totle British Ambassador
that there would soon be[dehvc red, injirr name, to
all the belligerent [lowers, a manile to which would
lie completely satisfactory to the British Governmerit,and condescended even to give him leave to
communicate thus much to his couit The commumention,which he accordingly made, raised its < x-

peclations to the highest pitch, and tin- disappointmentwas proportionably greater when the ltiilish
Government was made acquainted with the real natineof the measures adopted by the Russian cabinet.".Pp.22, pp. 224.
The principles of the armed neutrality scon be<.line the object of polemic controversy IMt| the

public jurists of Europe. They were defended by ^^^B
the celebrated Neapolitan abb# Gai.i.iam, in a treatiseon the relative duties of belligerents and neutrals,published sn 1762. Lamfrkdi, another Italian ^^^B
public jurist of superior talents {and learning, published,in 17BS, a treatise on Neutral Commerce in ^^^B
Time of War. A complete analysis of these two

important works is given by Mr. W., who closes tins
third period of his history with an account of Jf.rf.mt
Bi muM'i plan for a porpotusl pcaecH
between nations, founded on the same ban- with that
of Rousseau and St. Pierre.that of a general eonfederationof states, w ith power to adjust all controretsiesbetween them by arbitration. The fatal defeetof all such schemes is, that they furnish no ellectualsecurity for preventing the league thus formed ^^^^B
from falling under the exclusive iniluence of its most ^^^^B
powerful members. The recent experience both ^^^^B
of the Holy Alliance ami of the Germanic Con- ^^^^B
federation, shows the difficulty of reconciling ^^^^B
such Amphyctionic confederations with 11.« prenervation< f the sovereign rights and indeprudenceof the co-statcs of the second order..
The right of perpetual superintendence and occa- ^^^^B
sional intervention, w hich the five gn at powers of ^^^^B
Europe arrogated to themselves, would hare been ^^^^B
fatal, had they remained united in their views, to the ^^^^B
rights and independence of every other nation. So, ^^^^B
also, in the aflairs of the Germanic Confederation ^^^^B
wncnever the two great preponderating power*,
Austria and Prussia, are united in their views, the
decrees of (he Federal Diet are implicitly conformed
to the dictates of the Cabinets ol Vienna and Berlin.
Perpetual peace would be purchased too dearly at

TheJ'uiirlli period opens with a discission ol the
principles on which the. allied powers attempted to

justify their armed interference in the internal affairs
af France on the breaking out of the fir^t revolution
in 1789. The war which ensued revived once more

Ihe old controversy rrspeeting the rights of neutral
commerce ami navigation. The Kmpre s Catharine,
sngaged in the crusade against the French revolution,
orgol the fine maxima she had proclaimed on this
luhject in 1780. Russia, (Jrcat Britain, and the
ither powcis allied against France, entered into a

nutual engagement" to prevent, by their joint eflbrts,
>n this occasion of common concern to every civilzedstate, those powers not combined against France

romgiving any protection whatsoever, directly or

ndiroc.lly, to French commerco or property on tbc
ugh sea* or in the ports of Fiance.'' >< ulial vt sH


